RESOLUTION NO. 2019-034

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ELK GROVE
APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE ELK GROVE AUTO MALL SPECIAL
PLANNING AREA CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL (PLNG18-080)
(CEQA EXEMPT)

WHEREAS, the City of Elk Grove received an application on August 17, 2018,
from F. Radich Motors, Inc (dba Elk Grove Honda) (Applicant) requesting an
amendment to the Elk Grove Auto Mall Special Planning Area (SPA) including the
associated conditions of approval, as generally described at Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the SPA is located on real property in the incorporated portions of
the City of Elk Grove; and

WHEREAS, the Project qualifies as a project under the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resource Code §§21000 et seq., but is exempt; and

WHEREAS, State CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 (Existing Facilities) applies to
projects that consist of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing,
or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical
equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use
beyond that existing at the time of the lead agency's determination; and

WHEREAS, the Project involves modifications to the SPA and conditions related
to advertising on an existing 80-foot tall sign with an electronic display. The condition
proposed for modification will only affect the types of advertisements displayed on the
existing billboard. The modifications do not physically affect the existing sign nor do they
modify the hours that the sign is allowed to operate; and

WHEREAS, based on staffs review of the Project, no special circumstances
exist that would create a reasonable possibility that approving the conditions
amendment would create a significant adverse effect on the environment; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission considered the Project request pursuant
to the Elk Grove General Plan, the SPA, the Elk Grove Municipal Code (EGMC), and all
other applicable State and local regulations, and recommended 5-0 to approve the
Project..

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Elk
Grove hereby finds the proposed Elk Grove Auto Mall Special Planning Area
Amendment (PLNG18-080) exempt from the provisions of CEQA pursuant to Section
15301 (Existing Facilities) of the State CEQA Guidelines based upon the following
finding:

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

Finding: The Elk Grove Auto Mall Special Planning Area Amendment is categorically
exempt pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 (Existing Facilities).

Evidence: The California Environmental Quality Act (Section 21000, et. seq. of
the California Public Resources Code, hereafter CEQA) requires analysis of




agency approvals of discretionary “projects.” A “project,” under CEQA, is defined
as “the whole of an action, which has a potential for resulting in either a direct
physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect
physical change in the environment.” The proposed Project is a project under
CEQA.

The Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section
16301 (Existing Facilities). Section 15301 applies to projects that consist of the
operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration
of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or
topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond that
existing at the time of the lead agency's determination. The Project involves
modifications to the SPA and an associated condition of approval related to the
display of advertising on an existing 80-foot tall sign with an electronic display.
The amendments will only affect the types of advertising displayed on the
existing billboard. The modifications do not physically affect the existing sign nor
do they modify the hours that the sign is allowed to operate. No special
circumstances exist that would create a reasonable possibility that modifying the
signage conditions would create a significant adverse effect on the environment

AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Elk
Grove hereby approves the amended Elk Grove Auto Mall Special Planning Area
Conditions of Approval (PLNG18-080), as described in Exhibit A and illustrated in
Exhibit B, based on the following findings.

Finding #1: That the proposed special planning area is consistent with the goals,
policies, and objectives of the General Plan;

Evidence #1: Properties located within the Elk Grove Auto Mall SPA are zoned
either Shopping Center (SC) or Auto Center (AC) which are zones that are
consistent with their General Plan Commercial (C) designation. The existing 80-
foot tall sign with an electronic reader board is an allowed sign pursuant to the
SPA Sign Criteria. The proposed condition modification continues to comply with
the standards set forth in the SPA, therefore, the SPA conditions amendment is
consistent with the General Plan.

Finding #2: That the proposed special planning area meets the requirements set forth in
this title;

Evidence #2: The SPA was originally approved by the Sacramento County Board
of Supervisors in 1999 and subsequently amended, in accordance with the
EGMC, in 2006 and again in 2016. The proposed amendment modifies the

conditions related to the advertising dispiayed on the reader board and amends
the text of the SPA to be consistent with the modified conditions. The
amendment does not increase the amount, intensity, or physical characteristics

of the signage within the SPA.




Finding #3: That the proposed special planning area is needed because the project is
not possible under the existing zoning requirements.

Evidence #3: The SPA was originally approved by the Sacramento County Board

of Supervisors in 1999 and subsequently amended, in accordance with the
EGMC, in 2006 and again in 2016. Due to the unique nature of sales and service
associated with Auto Mall related businesses, the SPA Sign Criteria was created
to allow signage above and beyond what is allowed pursuant to the EGMC. The
proposed amendment modifies the text of the SPA and the associated conditions
of approval to provide flexibility in the advertising and messaging displayed on

the reader board while still complying with the intent of the SPA.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Elk Grove this 27"

day of February 2019
Z3

STEVE LY, MAYOR of the
CITY OF ELK GROVE

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

ATTEST:;
\ .
JASON LINDGREN, CLERK JONATHAN P HOBBS,

CITY ATTORNEY




Exhibit A
Elk Grove Auto Mall Special Planning Area Amendment (PLNG418-080)
Project Description

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Project consists of an amendment to the Elk Grove Auto Mall Special Planning
Area (SPA) Sign Criteria (EG-15-041) and associated conditions of approval. The
requested amendments address advertising displayed on the existing electronic
billboard. No physical modifications to signage are proposed.
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CERTIFICATION
ELK GROVE CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2019-034

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO )  ss
CITY OF ELK GROVE )

l, Jason Lindgren, City Clerk of the City of Elk Grove, California, do hereby certify
that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced, approved, and adopted by the
City Council of the City of Elk Grove at a regular meeting of said Council held on
February 27, 2019 by the following vote:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Ly, Hume, Detrick, Suen
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: None
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: None

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Nguyen

Jason Lindgren, City ieré PR

City of Elk Grove, California




